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Abstract 

 

The purpose of this study to investigate whether brainstorming strategy can improve the 
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A. Introduction 

  Speaking is not easy, so learners need extra effort to master the skill of course 

because we have to really learn. Therefore, English teachers are demanded to be more 

creative in presenting their lessons, especially the speaking subject since it is considered as 

the difficult skill to be mastered, learning especially speaking because they are considered to 

be difficult skills to master, learning to speak is clearly more difficult than learning to 

understand spoken language. The students are expected to be able to speak English in the 

classroom along with their mother tongue. They also expected to be able to ask a question 

students’ speaking ability. The subject of research was XI IPA 2 in Academic year 

2020/2021. The design of this research is classroom action research (CAR). The researcher 

evaluates the students’ speaking in five forms those are, Pronunciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency and comprehension. Before doing cycle 1 the researcher gave speaking 

test of pre-cycle, based on the result the test in pre-cycle; the researcher gave treatments of 

action 1 and action 2 they are planning, implementing, observing and reflecting to see 

improvement of students’ speaking ability after the treatments were given. The 

brainstorming strategy can improve the students’ speaking ability in two cycle. Then the 

researcher find out there is a significance difference between the mean score of students’ 

speaking ability in cycle 1 (62,24) and the mean score of students’ speaking ability in cycle 

2 (75,68). There is impact of cycle 2 and the result can achieve the criteria of success. 

By comparing the means, the researcher concluded that improvement students’ speaking 

ability through brainstorming strategy is an effective to develop students’ speaking skill. 

Therefore, English teacher are encourage to teach speaking through brainstorming strategy. 
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using English. But the fact some students be passive in the classroom. Where the teachers 

have tried so many methods and tools to teach speaking skills but they were still low in 

speaking because the students afraid to make mistakes in grammar and pronunciation.  

The way that allows people to communicate is in Brainstorming. According to 

Isaksen brainstorming is a brief summary or issue of ideas as Osborn who introduces, 

presenting this famous group approach to the next generation given (Isaksen, 1998). A 

creativity technique with various efforts made to find conclusions and results for a particular 

problem by compiling a list of ideas that are spontaneously provided by its members. People 

can think more freely and they spontaneously suggest as many new ideas as each person has 

different ideas. All ideas are recorded and accepted without criticism and after the 

brainstorming session the ideas are evaluated which ones are really needed. Some students 

are more better successful than others. To find out why, learn the characteristics of students 

because they have different heads and also their curiosity and interests. 

Brainstorming Strategy is one of the strategies used to provoke someone's creativity 

by releasing their new ideas and solving problems in the fields of education, commercial, 

industrial and politics. The Brainstorming Strategy was introduced by Alex Osborn, he was 

a manager at an American advertising company in 1938 which was the result of his 

inconvenience in meeting with traditional businesses. Brainstorming means the use of the 

brain to bring out their ideas to solve problems and brainstorming sessions aimed at getting 

creative solutions to problems. 

Brainstorming is a popular method of group interaction in both the educational and 

business environment because a person's argument is very useful in educational and 

business development. Although there are matters regarding productivity, brainstorming is 

still the most widely used method for developing creative solutions. This is a strategy in 

research and improvement or variation is still continuing and developing. Many of these 

methods are claimed to be more efficient than original brainstorming. 

From the result of pre-observed, there is the level of student awareness in learning 

English especially speaking is very low, they complain of being bored and do not enjoy 

when in class, as we know speaking is one of the skills that we must understand. The first 

problem that also arises is their lack of vocabulary and also lack understanding of grammar, 

the students also afraid to speak in the classroom, they are sometimes difficult to understand 

and understand what is speaking because sometimes they are also not given the opportunity 
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to speak. But there are also some of them who feel happy and enjoy it because they can hone 

their ability to speak English no matter the pronunciation and grammar. 

Relevant researcher needed to observe several previous kind of researcher conducted 

by other researcher who are relevant to our research. In addition, we must analyze what 

points are the focus, inform the design, findings, and conclusion from previous studies, that 

for: First, Mahtawarni’s research focuses on the “Improving students‟ speaking skill by 

using Problem based learning (PBL) model a Study at Second Grade Junior High School of 

SMP N 1 Timang Gaja” the researcher found the result of the questionnaire indicates that 

the majority of students are happy in learning speaking by using PBL model and most of 

them believe that the PBL model could help them to express their ideas in speaking and also 

motivate them in highly learning English. Second, Al-khatib’s research focuses on the “The 

Effect of Using Brainstorming Strategy in Developing Creative Problem Solving Skills 

among Female Students in Princess Alia University College” the researcher found the 

effectiveness of using brainstorming strategy In developing creative thinking skills. Third, 

Budiarti’s Research focused on “the use of brainstorming game to improve students’ 

Speaking ability at eight grade students of SMP Negeri Sumber wringin Sukowono Jember 

In 2015/2016 academic year” the researcher found there is impact of Cycle 2 and the result 

can achieve the criteria of success. Brainstorming game held by group of students, and the 

students choose one picture of the animals 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher interested to Improve students’ 

ability in speaking with entitled “The Use of Brainstorming to Improve the Students 

Speaking Ability at the 11
th 

Grade Students’ of SMAN 1 Bengkulu Tengah Academic Year 

2020/2021” 

B. Research Methodology 

  This research used or applied the Classroom Action Research (CAR) method. The 

research conducted is classroom action research. It aims at to find and implement some 

actions to improve the speaking ability. Which focus on teaching and learning in the 

classroom. In addition, classroom action research is one of the strategies for solving 

problems that use concrete actions and analyzing every influence of the situation. 

Action in class is a method for finding out what is the best way in class. So, we can improve 

students' abilities in the learning process. The purpose of this class action research is to 

improve the teaching of teachers in their own class or school. Although there is no 

requirement that the findings can be generalized to other situations, the results can add to the 
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knowledge base. The subject of the research is class XI MIPA 2 student SMA N 1 Bengkulu 

Tengah in academy year 2020/2021. This participant of the class consists of 31 students. 

This classroom action research was conducted collaboratively. The English teacher as the 

collaborator and the research prepared all the procedures in the research. Hopefully, the 

result of this research was able to solve problems in speaking ability. The instrument of 

collecting data is used by the researcher collaborate with English teacher to get the data 

observation by using: Speaking Test, Observation, Interview, Field note, Study 

Documentation. 

Technique of collecting data in this research using qualitative data (experience-

based) and quantitative data (number-based). The qualitative data consist of observation 

within the physical activity in the classroom. On the other side, the quantitative data cycle 1 

and cycle 2. This research collaborate with English teacher used a classroom action research 

the method is to know how the teacher can organize her teaching and learning condition 

from there own experience. She can try an idea as reparation in there teaching and learning 

process and look the real effect of those efforts.  

There are four components in one cycle for doing classroom action research it 

consists of Planning, Implementing, observing and reflecting. This classroom research is 

arranged into two cycle they are cycle 1 and cycle 2. The researcher will collaborate with 

the English teacher who teaches in 11
th

 class. The criteria of success is used to find out 

whether the goal of the action is achieved. The score target of vocabulary mastery is 75 

based on the minimum score requirement of SMAN 1 Bengkulu Tengah. In this research, 

the researcher collaborate with English teacher also conducted which has obtained. Which 

are in form scores of numbers, by evaluating and comparing the result from each cycle in 

order to know whether the Brainstorming strategy can improve the students speaking ability. 

Additionally, to support the data analysis, in order to find out the students percentage 

(Sudijono, 2009), the researcher use formula bellow: 

  
      

 
 

 

Where : 

P : Precentage  

F : Frequency 

N : Total number of students 
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When the data has collected it was analyzed to get mean score of the aspect of Speaking.  

The data of this research and English teacher were the scores taken from cycle one 

and cycle two. They were scored to get the data of each aspect if the students’ speaking 

namely pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension used and 

relevance the Speaking and compared the means score of aspect cycle. This was done to see 

in order to see whether there was effect of the action to the students’ speaking ability. 

The mean score of the class can be searched by using this following formula: 

  
  

  
 

Where: 

M = Mean score 

∑x = Total of Students score  

∑ᵧ = Total of Students, (Arif, 2008) 

Data are gotten in qualitative data, According to Miles and Huberman the process of 

analysis in three phases: consisting of data reduction, data display and conclusion. 

C. Results and Discussion 

1. Results   

The test was given to the students in order to measure the students improvement 

in speaking ability before and after treatment. The data obtained from cycle 1 and cycle 2 

were statistically calculated in order to identify the mean of the scores. 

a. Pre-Cycle 

At the beginning of the research collaborate with English teacher as a assess of 

speaking test, the researcher and English teacher gave pre-test to the students. The aim of 

the test was get information about students’ basic skill in speaking. It was conducted on July 

27, 2020 at SMAN 1 Bengkulu Tengah 11
th

 grade students. When the data has collected it 

was analyzed of the aspect of speaking such as: pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 

fluency and comprehension. It was done in order to decide the treatment which would focus 

on in the next cycle. 

The Result of Pre-Cycle based on assess English teacher can be seen of the table 

below: 
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Table 4.1: The Result of Pre-Cycle based on assess English teacher 

Score interval Category Frequency % 

80-100 Good 0 0

% 

60-79 Moderate 10 3

4,48% 

40-59 Poor 15 5

2% 

0-39 Very Poor 4 1

4% 

 

Based on the table above, the students speaking ability is still poor, based on the 

pre-assesment were: 0 students include “good” category; 10 students include “moderate” 

category; 15 students include “poor” category; 4 students include “very poor” category. And 

then it show that students ability in speaking needed improvement. Means of the students 

score (56,39). The calculation showed that the students average in listening ability was 

“poor” category. Base on the data above, it is important that the researcher gave the 

treatments in cycle 1, and next cycles.  

Based on the results of the study, students' speech skills are still poor, based on 

pre-assessment are: 0 students belong to the category of "good"; 10 students fall into the 

"moderate" category; 15 students fall into the "poor" category; 4 students fall into the "very 

poor" category. And then show that students' ability to speak requires improvement. Student 

grade facility (56.39). Calculations show that the average student in listening ability is in the 

"poor" category. Based on the data above, it is important that researchers provide care in 

cycle 1, and the next cycle. 

b. Cycle 1  

Based on the evaluation, this cycle was done as follow up of the pre-cycle. The 

researcher has found that some of the students could not speaking well. They made mistakes 

in content (development of subject details), determining, pronunciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency and comprehension, there are some weaknesses in teaching and learning 

process such as lack of the teachers’ motivation, lack of students’ participation because in 

teaching and learning process. In this session researchers and English teachers as 
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collaborators implemented brainstorming strategies to help students improve their speaking 

skills. Speaking Test in Cycle 1 was conducted on August 3, 2020. 

Table 4.2: The Students Result of Cycle I on assess by English teacher 

Score interval Category Frequency % 

80-100 Good 1 3

,44% 

60-

79 

Mod

erate 

17 5

8,62% 

40-

59 

Poor 12  

41,37% 

0-

39 

Very 

Poor 

0 0

% 

Based on the table above, the students speaking ability is still poor, based on the 

Cycle I were: 1 students include “good” category; 17 students include “moderate” category; 

12 students include “poor” category; 0 students include “very poor” category. And then it 

show that students ability in speaking needed improvement. Means of the students score 

(62,24) (see appendix 2). The calculation showed that the students average in speaking 

ability was “poor” category. Based on the data above, it is important that the researcher gave 

the treatments in cycle 2, and next cycles. 

c. Cycle 2 

In this cycle, the researcher was focus on the treatment on the content 

(development of subject details), and Pronunciation, Grammar, Vocabulary, Fluency and 

Comprehension. The speaking test in cycle II was conducted on August 24, 2020. The 

researcher though the students how to control the content of their speaking and how to apply 

pronunciation, grammar, vocab, fluency and comprehension in speaking. The researcher 

gave an example and asked the students to do exercises. And the researcher will give the 

students a motivations and participation in teaching and learning process with asked to them 

about their experiences or person them like that the relationship with the descriptive 

material. 

Table 4.3: The Students Result of Cycle II on assess by English teacher 

Sc

ore interval 

Cate

gory 

Freq

uency 

% 
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80-

100 

Goo

d 

9 3

1,03% 

60-

79 

Mod

erate 

20 6

8,95% 

40-

59 

Poor 1 3

,44% 

0-

39 

Very 

Poor 

0 0

% 

Based on the table above, the students speaking ability is still poor, based on the 

Cycle I were: 9 students include “good” category; 20 students include “moderate” category; 

1 students include “poor” category; 0 students include “very poor” category. And then it 

show that students ability in speaking was improvement. Means of the students score 

(75,68) (see appendix 2). The calculation showed that the students average in speaking 

ability was “moderate” category. Base on the data above, it is stop to give treatments. 

d. Data analysis 

Based on the data analysis above, the researcher found that the results of this 

result of this research have answered the research question, that is can brainstorming 

strategy improve students’ speaking ability at 11
th

 grade students of SMAN 1 Bengkulu 

Tengah. 

e. Teaching and learning Process 

In this study, The researcher collaborate with English teacher at SMAN 1 

Bengkulu Tengah his name is Hariyantoni, M.Pd. the researcher designing the lesson plan 

and the strategy and then the English teacher applied the strategy to teach the students at 

class XI MIPA 2. The teaching and learning process is very significant where students 

initially feel bored and not excited, lack of motivation to learn English. But as a teacher we 

must know what is happening starting from approaching students and providing motivation 

in the process of teaching and learning activities. 

After giving a little explanation and giving a little motivation for students in the 

class, there is already an interest in participating in learning activities. 

The students are very flexible and excited about the strategies applied. Dare to 

interact with friends and also don't hesitate to ask if someone doesn't understand. 
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In the process of teaching and learning activities, students are expected to be 

always enthusiastic and not quickly bossed by new strategies or new methods that can be 

applied in teaching and learning activities. 

2. Discussion  

Based on the previous chapter, by cycle 1, cycle 2 and Observation it was found 

that there is was gradual improvement on the students’ speaking ability. The result of this 

research was compared to some theorist and ideas explained in chapter 2. The improvement 

of students’ means score in pre cycle that 56,39 increase to 62,24 in cycle 1. Moreover cycle 

2 was the cycle that improved Students’ speaking ability that means score 75,68. 

Based on improvement of each cycle, brainstorming strategy improved students’ 

speaking ability. the result of this research was also  similar to result some previous studies. 

Firstly the result of the research by Diah Fifin Budiarto (2016) entitled “The Use of 

Brainstorming Game to Improve Students’ Speaking Ability at Eight Grade Students of 

SMP Negeri Sumber Wringin Sukowono Jember in 2015/2016.” That research method is 

classroom action research (CAR).  The result of the research findings and showed that the 

Brainstorming game with the use of speaking activities in classroom. The brainstorming 

game can be applied in teaching speaking. They also had adequate opportunities to practice 

speaking in order to speak fluently and confidently. Speaking ability In two cycle The 

percentage is 40% of students who got score ≥60. in Cycle 1 to (E=73.33%) in Cycle 2. it 

can make the improvement in some aspect of speaking skills such as vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation, fluency and comprehension. This research was similarity to the result of this 

research was through brainstorming can be improve the students’ speaking ability (Diah  

Fifin, 2016). 

Secondly, the result of the research by Yuni Mahtawani (2016) with entitled 

“Improving Students Speaking Skills by Using Problem Based Learning (PBL) Model (A 

Study at second grade Junior high school SMPN 1 Timang Gajah. this research used the 

quantitative research  finding and showed that the T-test indicate that was a significant 

differences between the score of pretest and post-test. It can make a improvement the 

Speaking students skill improvement. Similarities in this research was improvement students 

speaking activities in classroom, and the differences is the method to guide the data (Yuni 

Mahtawarni, 2016). 

Thirdly, the research by Bilal Adel Al-Khatib (2012) with entitled “The Effect of 

Using Brainstorming Strategy in Developing Creative Problem Solving Skills Among 
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Female Students in Princess Alia University” this research used the quasi experimental. The 

result is the finding of study showed that are statistical significant differences at the level of 

(α = 0.05) between the experimental group and the control group in the total score and the 

sub score creative thinking. It make the effectiveness using the brainstorming strategy to 

implementing the students in different strategies. The result is similarity to show the 

brainstorming strategy can applied in classroom. the different in this research is how to 

collect the data. 

Finally, after get through all step the Brainstorming strategy is an effective that the 

teacher use to teach speaking ability. So, the students’ fluency, accuracy covering grammar, 

vocabulary. pronunciation and comprehension can be improved. From the above explanation 

and the theory, the brainstorming strategy can be applied in teaching speaking that was able 

to improve students’ speaking ability. 

 

D. Conclusion  

 Based on the previous chapter, it can be concluded that brainstorming strategy can 

improve students’ ability in speaking by giving more practice, more explanation about the 

way to use brainstorming in speaking teaching and learning proses and ask them to perform 

their ideas. The students were able to express their ideas more fluently and natural. It makes 

the students active to be involved in teaching and learning process. By grouping them, they 

can share their idea. So, the students’ fluency, accuracy covering grammar, vocabulary, 

pronunciation and comprehension can be improved. 

 The students divided in group pair to make them become more confident to answer 

the problems or question in white board. It makes students more actively in teaching and 

learning process. They are can share their ideas to each other. They can speak more and 

enjoyed during the teaching and learning process. 
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